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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 



- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) KI Claim(s) 1,5-8 and 12-14 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1.5-8 and 12-14 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 06 July 2004 is/are: a)S accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Objections 



1 . Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: it is dependent on a 

canceled claim. Appropriate correction is required. 

Currently claim 1 2 is dependent on claim 1 0 which has been canceled it appears it should 
be dependent on claim 8 instead. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

« 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in.the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1, 5, 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yasuda (US 

r 

2004/0239887.) 

Yasuda teaches a method in paragraphs 29-35 for managing a lamp brightness, suitable 
for use in a displaying apparatus using a lamp to produce an image, the method 
comprising: 
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Setting a selection item (the user switch described in paragraph 30) corresponding 
to a mode, the mode being one of a first mode (normal mode) and a second mode 
(standby mode), wherein a brightness of the lamp at the first mode is different fi-om the 
brightness at the second mode (paragraph 30 describes that in the second mode that the 
image is either tumed off, muted (projects black or blue) or reduced by other means and 
in paragraph 3 1 that during the standby mode the power used by the lamp is reduced 
which would inherently result in reduced brightness); 

Searching a display signal, wherein the displaying apparatus is at one of a 
displaying state, a searching state, a non-signal state, and a video mute state, wherein the 
display signal exists when the displaying apparatus is at the displaying state (at least 
when it is doing its ordinary fimction of displaying an image it would be in a displaying 
state); 

Setting the lamp to the first mode when the display signal exists and the selection 
item corresponds to the first mode (when the user set the switch in the normal mode the 
normal image is displayed based on the received signal); 

Setting the lamp to the second mode when the display signal exists and the 
selection item corresponds to the second mode (Yasuda teaches that when the switch is 
switched to the second mode the selection item is put in the second mode without 
consideration of any other factors); and 

Setting the lamp to the second mode when the display signal does not exists 
(Yasuda teaches that when the switch is switched to the second mode the selection item is 
put in the second mode without consideration of any other factors, so at least in the case 



• 
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where the switch is in the second mode when the display signal does not exist it would 
meet this limitation). 

With regards to applicants claim 5: 

Inherently the projector would not be in a displaying state (a no-signal state, searching 
state and video mute state are all states that are the opposite of a displaying state) when 
the display signal does not exist, since it is impossible to display that which does not 
exist. 

With regards to applicant *s claim 6: 

As outlined in paragraph 30 of Yasuda; in the second mode the brightness of the lamp is 
either 0 (it is tumed off) of muted (reduced). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. . This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentabihty of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
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claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
6. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yasuda as apphed 
to claim 6 above, and further in view of Shoji et al. (US 6,734,641 as cited in the previous office 
action.) 

As described in more detail above Yasuda teaches among other things a method wherein 
the brightness of the lamp in the second mode is reduced. However Yasuda does not 
teach by how much the brightness of the lamp is reduced in the second mode. Shoji 
teaches in column 12 lines 18-48 that during an energy saving mode that driving a lamp 
at 80% is beneficial, as there is still enough brightness that a user can still see in a dark 
room (for example in a presentation in a dark room; a user is not Hable to trip over things 
while stumbUng for the room light during a video mute that is not triggered on purpose.) 
Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to drive the lamp of Yasuda at 80% during the second mode as 
taught by Shoji as this is sufficient light that a user can still see to do some functions 
while energy is conserved and lamp life is saved. 
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7. Claims 8, 12, and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Yasuda (US 2004/0239887) in view of Kim (US* 5,616,988.) 

Yasuda teaches a method in paragraphs 29-35 for managing a lamp brightness, suitable 
for use in a displaying apparatus using a lamp to produce an image, the method 
comprising: 

Searching a display signal, wherein the displaying apparatus is at one of a 
displaying state, a searching state, a non-signal state, and a video mute state, wherein the 
display signal exists when the displaying apparatus is at the displaying state (at least 
when it is doing its ordinary function of displaying an image it would be in a displaying 
state); 

. . Setting the lamp in either a first mode or a second mode wherein the brightness of 
the lamp at the first mode is different firom the brightness at the second mode. (See 
paragraph 30 which describes two modes a first mode: normal mode and a second mode: 
standby mode; during the second mode (Standby mode) the projected image is either 
tumed off or muted, both of which are examples where the brightness of the lamp at the 
second mode is different fi*om that at the first mode.) 

Yasuda does not specifically teach that the first and second modes are specifically set 
when the display signal does or does not exist respectively. Kim teaches column 1 lines 
1 7-24 that it is well known in the display arts that when no input signal is received for a 
period of time to place the display in a second mode wherein the brightness (power-level) 
of the lamp or display is reduced. In the same paragraph Kim teaches that this is done in 



1 



4 
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order to save electrical power. Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to switch the display of 
Yasuda into the second mode when no display signal exists as this would reduce power 
consumption making the display apparatus more economical to use and better for the 
environment. 

With regards to applicant *s claim 12 assuming it is dependent on claim 8: 
Clearly when no display signal exists it would not be at a displaying state since as taught 
by Kim it is not economical to have the display device in a displaying state when no 
display signal exists and accordingly it would be in a no-signal state. 

With regards to applicant s claim 13: 

As outlined in paragraph 30 of Yasuda; in the second mode the brightness of the lamp is 
either 0 (it is tumed off) of muted (reduced). 

* 

8. Claim Mis rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yasuda in view of 
Kim as applied to claim 13 above, and further in view of Shoji et al. (US 6,734,641 as cited in 
the previous office action.) 

As described in more detail above Yasuda in view of Kim teaches among other things a 
method wherein the brightness of the lamp in the second mode is reduced. However 
Yasuda in view of Kim does not teach by how much the brightness of the lamp is reduced 
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in the second mode. Shoji teaches in column 12 Unes 18-48 that during an energy saving 
mode that driving a lamp at 80% is beneficial, as there is still enough brightness that a 
user can still see in a dark room (for example in a presentation in a dark room; a user is 
not liable to trip over things while stumbling for the room light during a video mute that 
is not triggered on purpose.) Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to drive the lamp of Yasuda in view of 
Kim at 80% during the second mode as taught by Shoji as this is sufficient light that a 
user can still see to do some functions while energy is conserved and lamp life is saved. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 5-8, 12-14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Andrgw T. Sever whose telephone nuniber is 571-272-2128. The 

■ 

examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Diane Lee can be reached on (571) 272-2399. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for pubUshed applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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